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and banks adjoining travelways shall
be examined weekly or more often if
changing ground conditions warrant.

PRECAUTIONS—SURFACE ONLY

§ 57.3430 Activity between machinery
or equipment and the highwall or
bank.

Persons shall not work or travel be-
tween machinery or equipment and the
highwall or bank where the machinery
or equipment may hinder escape from
falls or slides of the highwall or bank.
Travel is permitted when necessary for
persons to dismount.

PRECAUTIONS—UNDERGROUND ONLY

§ 57.3460 Maintenance between ma-
chinery or equipment and ribs.

Persons shall not perform mainte-
nance work between machinery or
equipment and ribs unless the area has
been tested and, when necessary, se-
cured.

§ 57.3461 Rock bursts.

(a) Operators of mines which have ex-
perienced a rock burst shall—

(1) Within twenty four hours report
to the nearest MSHA office each rock
burst which:

(i) Causes persons to be withdrawn;
(ii) Impairs ventilation;
(iii) Impedes passage; or
(iv) Disrupts mining activity for

more than one hour.
(2) Develop and implement a rock

burst control plan within 90 days after
a rock burst has been experienced.

(b) The plan shall include—
(1) Mining and operating procedures

designed to reduce the occurrence of
rock bursts;

(2) Monitoring procedures where de-
tection methods are used; and

(3) Other measures to minimize expo-
sure of persons to areas which are
prone to rock bursts.

(c) The plan shall be updated as con-
ditions warrant.

(d) The plan shall be available to an
authorized representative of the Sec-
retary and to miners or their rep-
resentatives.

Subpart C—Fire Prevention and
Control

AUTHORITY: Sec. 101, Federal Mine Safety
and Health Act of 1977, Pub. L. 91–173 as
amended by Pub. L. 95–164, 91 Stat. 1291 (30
U.S.C. 811).

§ 57.4000 Definitions.

The following definitions apply in
this subpart.

Booster fan. A fan installed in the
main airstream or a split of the main
airstream to increase airflow through a
section or sections of a mine.

Combustible liquids. Liquids having a
flash point at or above 100 °F (37.8 °C).
They are divided into the following
classes:

Class II liquids—those having flash points
at or above 100 °F (37.8 °C) and below 140 °F
(60 °C).

Class IIIA liquids—those having flash
points at or above 140 °F (60 °C) and below 200
°F (93.4 °C).

Class IIIB liquids—those having flash
points at or above 200 °F (93.4 °C).

Combustible material. A material that,
in the form in which it is used and
under the conditions anticipated, will
ignite, burn, support combustion, or re-
lease flammable vapors when subjected
to fire or heat. Wood, paper, rubber,
and plastics are examples of combus-
tible materials.

Escapeway. A designated passageway
by which persons can leave an under-
ground mine.

Fire resistance rating. The time, in
minutes or hours, that an assembly of
materials will retain its protective
characteristics or structural integrity
upon exposure to fire.

Flame spread rating. The numerical
designation that indicates the extent
flame will spread over the surface of a
material during a specified period of
time.

Flammable gas. A gas that will burn in
the normal concentrations of oxygen in
the air.

Flammable liquid. A liquid that has a
flash point below 100 °F (37.8 °C), a
vapor pressure not exceeding 40 pounds
per square inch (absolute) at 100 °F
(37.8 °C), and is known as a Class I liq-
uid.
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